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inside the bandage had not been discovered. Later 
officers determined that Adams had fired five 
rounds from the hidden pistol. Officer Duharte-Tur 
had fired five rounds from his .45 automatic. Tests 
performed on Adams indicated positive firearm 
evidence on his right hand. His left hand, which 
was handcuffed to Lew Whiting, proved negative 
as for firearms evidence.

As the investigation progressed through 
the night, Lieutenants Walker and Buttita 
informed Homicide Division Captain Richard 
Holland, who also had made the scene, that they 
needed more assistance. As a result, Sergeants 
Doug Bacon and M. L. Holbrook, as well as 
investigators R. E. King, R. P. Martinez, Tom 
McCorvey, Tony Huynh, Mario Rodriguez and 
Danny Snow provided assistance. 

The following morning Captain Holland assigned 
day shift Homicide Lieutenant Nelson Zoch to 
assist Lieutenant Ron Walker in the follow-up 
investigation. Lieutenant Zoch delegated the 
suspect por tion of the inves tigation to 
Sergeants Hal Kennedy and David Ferguson. Other 
a spec t s  of  the ca se were a ssigned to 
Sergeants Jerry Novak and D. D. Shirley and their 
investigators, Henry Chisholm, Curtis Scales, and 
Breck McDaniel.

An investigation of this magnitude cannot be 
completed without support personnel. In this 
offense the expertise of Firearms Examiners Kim 
Downs and Robert Baldwin became invaluable in 

assessing the vast amount of ballistics evidence 
at the scene. Homicide Division Crime Scene 
officers, who perform a variety of duties, many 
not so desirable, continued their exemplary record 
of service. They were Officers J. S. Hammerle, 
E. P. Aguilera, J. S. Cruser, C. D. Duncan, D. H. 
Couch, D. C. Lambright and A. G. Riddle.

When all of the witness statements and evidence 
was reviewed, Alex Adams was charged with 
capital murder in the death of Officer Vasquez 
and attempted capital murder in the shooting of 
Officer Duharte-Tur.

Officer Alberto Vasquez was survived by his wife 
Patricia and two sons, Andrew Jose and Carlos 
Alberto. Also, he was survived by his father, Juan 
J. Vasquez; his mother, Mrs. Ira Mae Becker; his 
stepmother, Mrs. Ana Maria Vasquez; and his 
stepfather, Gerald S. Becker. Also mourning his 
untimely death were his sister, Valerie Lazaro and 
her husband, Richard, grandmothers Amelda C. 
Vasquez and Rose Mary Rodriguez, mother-in-
law Laura Caicedo, sister-in-law Diana Caicedo, 
special uncle Reynaldo Sandoval, and uncle Jerry 
Vasquez and family. He was also mourned by a 
cousin, HPD Officer M. J. Ybanez.

Earthman Resthaven Funeral Home, 13102 
North Freeway, was in charge of arrangements. 
Visitation was held on Thursday, May 24, 2001 
from 5-9 p.m. and again the next day from 8 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. A Rosary service was conducted at 7 
p.m. Friday. Funeral services were held from the 
St. Cyril of Alexandria Catholic Church, 10503 
Westheimer, on Saturday, May 25, 2001, at 1 

p.m., Father Mario Arroyo officiating. Burial 
followed at Earthman Resthaven Cemetery.

In October 2002, the capital murder trial 
began in the court of State District Judge Denise 
Collins. Despite testimony that Alex Adams was a 
violent man who had once swung an axe in anger 
at his own father and who also was a suspect in 
a Prairie View A&M University murder case, a 
jury deadlocked on his punishment after having 
previously found him guilty of capital murder. As 
a result of this deadlocked jury, Judge Collins was 
forced by law to assess him a life sentence. 

In July 2003, a jury in the same court found 
Alex Adams guilty in the attempted capital 
murder of Officer Enrique Duharte-Tur. Again, 
the suspect was assessed a punishment of life 
imprisonment. This verdict and sentence assured 
that Adams would spend at least 70 years in 
custody when the cases were stacked by Judge 
Collins. Officer Duharte-Tur’s testimony was 
the key in both trials, which were prosecuted by 
Assistants District Attorneys Lucy Davidson and 
Wendy Baker. 

Officer Duharte-Tur recovered from his wounds 
due large part to his young age and excellent 
physical condition. He underwent a number of 
medical procedures and continued his career with 
HPD while also completing his college education. 
He was a strong witness against Alex Adams 
at both trials. Each year at the Police Week 
ceremony, Officer Duharte-Tur stands proudly in 
place of Officer Alberto Vasquez and responds 
when his partner’s name is called. 

Continued from Page 6

MAY
May 22, 2001	 Alberto Vasquez

May 19, 1999	 Troy A. Blando

May 22, 1998	 Kent Kincaid

May 17, 1967	 Louis R. Kuba

May 24, 1914	 Isaac Parsons

JUNE
June 29, 2008	 Gary Gryder

June 27, 1990	 James B. Irby

June 8, 1978	 Timothy L. Hearn

June 18, 1974	 Jerry L. Riley

June 17, 1972	 David F. Noel

June 26, 1968	 Bobby L. James

June 26, 1968	 Ben Eddie Gerhart

June 30, 1965	 Floyd T. Deloach

June 6, 1958	 Noel R. Miller

June 30, 1939	 George D. Edwards

June 22, 1929	 Oscar E. Hope

June 17, 1928	 Albert Worth Davis

June 27, 1921	 David D. Murdock

June 19, 1921	 Jeter Young

KILLED  IN THE
LINE OF DUtY
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There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know how much they mean to you... 
relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug.  Your call, visit and smile might be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make 

it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers and assistance.

W.K. “BILL” FORD (3-15-09 — Nelson) Toni 
reports that Bill was moved to the Friendship 
Haven Skilled Nursing Home, Room 414, at 1500 
Sunset Dr., Friendswood, 281-992-2352 where 
they will work to build his strength up hopefully 
in the next 2-3 weeks and if all goes well there, 
he could go home again. Bill is fighting hard to 
get well and Toni asked that we support him 
with our prayers so she can get him back home. 
UPDATE (3-18-09 — Nelson) Toni reports 
that Bill is improving daily and that the therapy 
is really helping him to get better. He is sleeping 
all night now and resting better. He had visits 
yesterday from his elementary, Jr. High and High 
School friends and was really beaming at the end 
of the day. It was such great medicine for him. 
Continue to lift up your prayers for Bill and Toni. 
W.K. “BILL” FORD: Toni reports that Bill and 
family had a great 72nd birthday celebration on 
Saturday. Bill was beaming all day. He has come 
a long way, but still has a ways to go. He took 
an additional 2 steps yesterday in therapy. He is 
working hard to get better and the chance to go 
home finally. Bill continues to need our prayers 
to bring him through this. UPDATE (3-31-09 
— Nelson) Bill’s daughter, Cynthia, reports this 
morning, that they removed Bill’s feeding tube last 
Friday and then gave him some pain medication. 
He was very sore throughout the weekend but 
Monday he was back to normal. He continues to 
improve and he is walking a little further each 
day. He would love to have some phone calls from 
his friends so pick up that phone and give him a 
shout at 281-650-5608 and by all means keep 
him in your prayers every day.
  
KENNETH BENCH (3-17-09 — Nelson) We 
have been advised that Kenneth Bench, the 42 
year old son of deceased retiree, Jerry Bench, 
was  critically injured in  a major accident 
involving 3 motorcycles west of Livingston about 2 
weeks ago. Kenneth was transported to Hermann 
Hospital by Life Flight. He was scheduled to 
undergo cranial facial surgery this morning 
at 7AM for a 5-7 hour surgery. We have no 
update concerning the surgery but will post it if it 
becomes available to us. His mother, Ann, is 
asking all of us to pray for Kenneth and his 
caregivers during this critical time that he might 
recover and be healed. 

DAVID CARLOS (3-18-09 — David Kalich 
to Nelson) David was admitted to the Conroe 
hospital complaining of pain in his leg after a 
recent fall. Test and exams revealed blood clots 
in his leg and his lungs. He will be medicated and 
monitored for the next 4-5 days and hopefully 
these clots will dissolve. Remember David in your 

daily prayers that he might fully recover. You 
can visit or call him at Conroe General Hospital, 
Room 284, 504 Medical Center Blvd, Conroe 
281-354-7900
 
RICK SALTER (3-19-09 — Nelson) The most 
recent information on Rick’s condition was from 
last Monday where his wife reported that his fever 
from his pneumonia was down to 100.6. They 
have reduced his “coma drugs” to let him start 
waking up. However, they have to increase his pain 
medication since his pain will be more and that 
is thought to be due to damage to his jaw. They 
may do surgery on his jaw this week which may 
reduce the pain. Rick has moved his left arm, but 
not on command so there is some concern over the 
damage from his stroke. His wife Sue and family 
are holding up well taking turns caring for Rick. 
Continue to offer up your prayers for Rick and 
his family and his caregivers.

DELVIN KENDRICK (3-17-09 — Nelson)  
Delvin sent me the below message announcing 
the birth of a great grandson who is in ICU with 
an infection and high white blood cell count. Put 
your hands together now and offer up a prayer 
for this little precious Christian Aaron. Thanks 
to all. UPDATE (3-31-09) Delvin reports that 
both mother and child are doing great and back 
to normal. Thanks for the prayers. PRAYERS 
DO HELP.

VERNA LUCHAK (3-27-09 — Surviving 
spouse of deceased Retiree August Luchak — 
Nelson) We have received a report that Verna 
underwent surgery this morning to have a tumor 
removed from her brain. She is in ICU, alert, and 
responding to commands and request and talking 
normally. She is expected to be in ICU for 4-5 
days. Please remember Verna in your prayers 
that she will recover fully.

A POWERFUL PRAYER
God our Father, walk through my house 

and take away all my worries and illnesses; 
and please watch over and heal my family, 

In Jesus name, AMEN

DEATHS DURING
MONTH OF MARCH 2009

Billy G. Ripley (Member)
March 14, 2009

Doyal G. Green (Retiree)
March 17, 2009

Joe B. Bradley (Member)
March 18, 2009

Richard A. Rogers (Retiree)
March 23, 2009

Robert Luther (Retiree)
March 23, 2009

Loretta Joy Mcmillian
(Wife Of Member Frank N. Mcmillian)
March 26, 2009

Chester B. Massey (Member)
March 27, 2009

PLEASE KEEP ALL
OF OUR SICK

AND SHUT-INS
IN YOUR

DAILY PRAYERS
Don’t forget that our committee has medical 
equipment available for use. We have hospital 
beds, wheelchairs, scooters, walkers, shower 
chairs, potty chairs, crutches and walking 
canes. If you have information about a retiree 
or family member that has a need for any of 
this equipment, PLEASE notify a member of 
the Retired Officers Assistance Committee. 

Our Committee members are:
Forest Turbeville   281.356.8800
Nelson Foehner   281.351.4669
Doug Bostock   281.890.7610
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I N M
E M O R I UM

WE

REMEMBER

WITH

PRIDE

MAY
1, 2003	 Margaret M. McDonald
	 wife of Floyd McDonald
2, 1987	 John M. LeVrier
3, 2001	 Earl Bergman Goodrum
3, 2003	 Vincent L. Grizzaffi, Sr.
5, 2002	 John Trousdale
8, 2005	 Johnny G. Rocha
8, 2006	 Glen Carnes
9, 2002	 May Alyne Morrison widow 	
	 of Chief L.D. Morrison, Sr.
13, 2001	 Collier G. Wright
13, 2003	 James P. Paulk
16, 2004	 Joe Dugger
18, 1989	 E.R. (Dog) Dennis
18, 2003	 Maurine Dietz
	 wife of Ret. Sgt. Bob Dietz
19, 1998	 Charles J. “Chuck” Lofland
20, 2002	 R.F. Swearingen
20, 2004	 Doris Ernest
21, 2005	 Douglas E. Estes
22, 2002	 Floyd Cobler
22, 2003	 John J. Pineda
22, 2007	 Edward Horelica
22, 2007	 Leroy Rocha
26, 2003	 Alma Octavia Nix Hope
	 widow of Ruben Hope, Sr.
29, 1995	 DeWitt “Dub” Nickerson
29, 2005	 Patricia L. Fawkes
31, 1984	 Annette Piazza
31, 1997	 J.L. Kendrick
31, 2004	 Leo Michna
31, 2005 	 Orville L. Walker

6, 1995	 R.O. (Lippy) Biggs
8, 2004	 A.H. Herman Perkins
10, 2001	 R.C. Hermann
11, 1998	 George Harmon
14, 1999	 A.L. Hudman
16, 1994	 R.T. Hill
17, 1985	 Rodney G. McKeehan
17, 2005	 Edward L. Kennedy
19, 2004	 John H. Olszewski
19, 2005	 Alonzo J. Crow
21, 1999  	 Lawrence W. Henning
21, 2003	 Edgar Zayne Crawford
21, 2005	 Luther W. Domain
21, 2005	 Walter B. Mathews
24, 2006	 Doyal LeCour
26, 1987	 Marion G. Reese
28, 2001	 Johnnie V. Green
29, 1995	 J.D. “Don” Belcher
29, 2003	 C.R. Dietz
30, 2000	 H.D. Edwards

JUNE

BILLY GUY RIPLEY
67 of Pasadena, passed on March 14, 2009. Born 
April 17, 1941. Graduated from the Houston Police 
Academy, cadet class # 26 on Sept.4, 1962. Billy 
retired from HPD as a Lieutenant, during his career 
he was assigned to the Central Division, Vice Divi-
sion, Auto Theft Division, Management Services 
Administration, Southeast Division, and the Narcotics 
Division. He was a member of the HPROA.

DOYLE G. GREEN
59 of Friendswood, passed away March 17, 2009. 
Doyle was a United States Marine Corps Vietnam 
Veteran, a retired from HPD, and also a retired Unit-
ed States Customs and Border Protection Chief.

JOE B. “BILL” BRADLEY
HPROA member, retired Lieutenant passed away 
March 18, 2009. Born on May 20, 1933. Graduated 
from Houston Police Academy #12 in 1955. During 
his 31-year career with HPD, he was an Auto Theft 
detective, Burglary and Theft, Forgery, Special 
Thefts, and finally the Fence Detail.

RICHARD A. ROGERS
Retired officer Richard Rogers passed away 
Sunday, March 22, 2009. Richard was a graduate 
of HPD Class #42.

ROBERT LUTHER
86 of Houston, TX passed away on March 23, 2009. 
Retired from the Houston Police department after 
twenty-eight years and seven months of services.

ELTON W. ZOCH
Passed away March 24, 2009, brother of Retired 
Homicide Lieutenant Nelson Zoch, the brother-in-
law of Retired Forgery Detective Herb Roeber, and 
the Uncle of HCSO Sergeant Terry J. Zoch.  He is 
also the brother of Retired Robbery Captain Leroy 
Zoch brother of Retired Homicide-Robbery Detective 
Herman (John) Zoch.

LORETTA JOY McMILLAN
Wife of HPROA member Frank N. McMillan passed 
away March 26, 2009 at Hospice in Tyler, Texas 
where she was admitted on Feb 2, 2009. Joy had 
fought a battle with cancer for several years.

CHESTER BRYAN MASSEY
Born November 26, 1924, passed away March 27, 
2009. Joined the HPD in 1947 in class #4 and retired 
after 43 years of service as a Lieutenant in the Homicide 
Division. Received commendations from Police Chiefs, 
honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
100 Club, an active member of HPROA.

ROBERT “BOB” GLENN JESKE
Passed away on April 2, 2009. Born on June 4, 1937. 
Served in the U.S. Navy from 1956-1958. He joined the 
HPD, Class #22 in 1959 and served for thirty-nine years, 
retiring from the Robbery Division.

LAWRENCE E. WEBBER
HPD retiree, passed away April 18, 2009. Joined 
Police Academy Class # 55 on June 12, 1972. 
Was assigned to the Southeast Division, Criminal 
Intelligence Division, Internal Affairs Division, 
retiring on August 25, 1995, while assigned to the 
Homicide Division.

LLOYD M. ADAMS
Retired HPD Sergeant passed away April 24, 2009. 
At the time of his retirement, he was assigned to the 
Metro Patrol Bureau Division. Joined the Department 
on December 28, 1959, entering Police Academy 
Class No. 23, serving the Houston Police Department 
and Harris County Constable’s Precinct 1 office.

MARGARET LOUISE PARROTT
Mother of retired Officer Howard B. Parrott passed 
away April 1, 2009.

HORACE C. GIVENS, JR. (Skeet) 
Passed April 3, 2009. Served in the U.S. Army in the 
European theater during WW II, awarded a bronze 
star, Purple Heart with 2 oak leaf clusters and 5 
European campaign medals. Joined the HPD, Class 5 
in 1950 and served for 34 years, retiring in 1985.

CURTIS M. SIMMONS 
Passed away on Friday, April 10, 2009. Joined the 
Department on October 1, 1956, entering Police 
Academy Class No. 15. Was assigned to the Special 
Operations Division. Retired on March 16, 1984.

GENE S. COX
Retired HPROA member, passed away April 13, 
2009. Graduated in Police Academy Class #14 and 
retired from HPD on May 1, 1987.

VIRGINIA JONES
Mother of retired Capt. Jerry Jones and Sgt. Wayne 
Jones has passed away at the age of 92.

BOBBY RAY PRADE
Former HPD Officer, Bobby Prade, 67, passed away 
April 11, 2009. Retired on January 22, 1982.

THOMAS ANDREW BEL
HPROA member, passed away April 19, 2009. 
Thomas A. Bell was a graduate in the Police Academy 
Class #22 and retired on January 7, 1982. 
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